Open the door to the future of your choice

Cheadle Hulme Sixth Form - Our Vision

“Our vision is for every student, regardless of background 		
or circumstance, to achieve the A level grades which will
open the door to the future of their choice, including
access to the most competitive and prestigious universities
and professions.”

“

“

The sixth form is outstanding... students who attend
make excellent progress, are well led, happy, ambitious
and highly confident young adults.
Ofsted 2015
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Open the door to
the future of your choice...

Cheadle Hulme Sixth Form - Academic Aspiration
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Academic Aspiration underpins everything we offer in the Sixth Form.
It is a cornerstone for success. Your path towards realising your
aspirations will start with your subject choices.
Enrolment in
Year 12

When you enrol with us after getting your GCSE results we will ask you to select
your subjects to study in Year 12. In order to enrol, you will need to meet our
overall, and in many cases subject specific, entry requirements. These are outlined
on a separate sheet.
By the time you make this decision you will have been given a lot of guidance on what
subjects might be best for you given your possible future degree course and career choices.
The combination of your choices will also be very important, so we will give you plenty
of guidance in this as well.
We have thought a lot about what subjects to offer you, and in putting our curriculum
offer together two things have been uppermost in our thoughts:
First, we offer the subjects that the leading Universities see as being very important.
We call these ‘facilitating’ subjects. Put another way, they are the most traditionally
accepted ‘academic’ subjects that Universities value highly.
Mathematics, Further Mathematics, English, Geography, History, Economics, Biology,
Chemistry, Physics, French, German, Spanish and Psychology.
Leading Universities tell us that these subjects give you the widest range of options for
progression to degree courses. However, it doesn’t mean you have to study all facilitating
subjects, nor does it mean that the other subjects are not valued by Universities.

“

“

Choices for
progression

Subject choice during the Sixth Form years is one of the key decisions teenagers
make in their lives – determining their future university and life prospects.
Sir Peter Lampl, Chairman of the Sutton Trust

Our curriculum offer is designed to
meet the highest aspirations.
Wider choice

Second, we offer you a range of other subjects that we know are popular and that
you will be interested in pursuing. This may be because you have enjoyed
and succeeded in them at GCSE or because you have a particular personal interest
in them and you think they would be both enjoyable and valuable to you:
Art & Design, Computer Science, Design and Technology, Drama and Theatre,
Law, Physical Education, Media, Textiles and Photography.
We also offer Core Mathematics which is a Level 3 qualification (equivalent to
AS-level) studied in one year, designed for students who want to continue studying
mathematics but not at A level. This course is studied alongside students’ other
three A levels.
We will also give you the opportunity to enhance your curriculum with the
Extended Project and perhaps some other areas of personal interest. We outline
these for you in later sections.

Research and
independent
learning

Whichever subjects you choose, you will be allocated just under five hours of
contact time per week in Year 12. Your study sessions will also appear on your
timetable. You may choose to spend them working independently in the Study
Centre or with a small group elsewhere.
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Mathematics
Further Mathematics
English
Geography
History
Economics
Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Psychology
French
German
Spanish

Art & Design
Computer Science
Design & Technology
Drama & Theatre
Law
Media
Photography
Physical Education
Textiles

We also offer Core Mathematics
(Level 3 qualification)

“

It is really important that students do not disadvantage themselves by
choosing a combination of subjects at A level which will not equip them with the
appropriate skills and knowledge for their university course or which may not
demonstrate effectively their aptitude for a particular subject.
Dr Wendy Piatt, Director General of the Russell Group

“

Summary:
CHSF Subject
Choices
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The Creative Arts Hub

Develop your
creativity

A further choice which you might wish to consider is enrolling for the Creative Arts Hub.
The Creative Arts Hub is for students who are intent on pursuing further study or a
career in an Arts related field.
All of your A level choices will therefore be from the subjects listed below:
Art
Design and Technology
Photography Textiles

Drama and Theatre

Media

If you choose a suite of entirely creative subjects, the entry requirements for Maths
and English are different to those listed for general entry into the Sixth Form.
However, our expectations in the Creative Arts Hub subjects are of a very high
standard and there are specific entry requirements for each of the subjects listed
above. Entry may also be subject to a portfolio or audition/interview. Further details
can be found on a separate sheet.
We want our students to be articulate, well-rounded, open-minded individuals
who feel prepared for the next stages of their journey into university life or an Arts
related career. In the Creative Arts Hub, we offer opportunities to broaden cultural and
critical aspects by enriching the curriculum with visiting speakers, visits, workshops,
exhibition/theatre/gallery visits, film studies, to name but a few. As a student in
the Creative Hub, you should be prepared to immerse yourself fully in all creative
experiences to enhance your own cultural awareness.

Cheadle Hulme Sixth Form - The Creative Arts Hub
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It’s not just knowing where you’re going,
it’s understanding how to get there

Cheadle Hulme Sixth Form - The Aspire Programme

Choosing your subjects is just the start. Choosing
the right subjects will set you off on the right route.
Studying those subjects effectively – and with an end
goal in mind – will get you to your destination.

Ofsted 2015

“

“

...the progress students make is outstanding as seen by AS level
results and due to good curriculum design, outstanding teaching,
high retention rates into Year 13 and strong leadership.
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In the
beginning….

We expect that in between leaving school in July in Year 11 and turning up on
the first day of the new term at Sixth Form you will probably have had a great
summer, relaxing after your GCSEs...
...but you probably won’t have...
developed great independent study skills
learnt how to make useful notes
read widely in and around the subjects you’ve chosen
mastered the ability to analyse an aspect of the subject, and then discuss or argue a point
We know that you’ll need these skills (and more) in the Sixth Form. We also
know that universities really value these skills but think that lots of students turn
up without ever having mastered them, which makes the first term at university
hard going. You now have major challenges ahead of you. ‘Advanced’ doesn’t just
mean the work is harder – it means that you work and study in an advanced way,
and we’ll make sure that you know how to do that.

Skills to
develop

If you really do aspire to going to a top university or getting a top job, then
you’ll need to commit to developing these skills and more. For that reason, we’re
going to include the Aspire programme in your timetable. The Aspire programme
will provide you with opportunities to develop skills which are highly valued by
universities. We don’t just want you to be successful in our Sixth Form, we want
you to be successful when you leave us. We want you to be able to compete against
the best – because we expect you to be the best. And we believe that you are.
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Aspire
programme

So what will you do on the Aspire programme?
Well, there’ll be a carousel of workshops and activities – here are some examples:
• Career discussion groups with local practitioners (e.g. from law firms, medical
practices, accountancy companies, engineering firms and other professions you
might be interested in)
• Careers advice
• Visiting speakers from universities
• Selecting an appropriate university and course
• Writing a personal statement
• Preparation for Oxbridge entrance
• Interview and presentation techniques
• Problem solving / critical thinking workshops
• Study / research skills workshops

Expert advice
and guidance

Where we need to, we’ll bring in experts – if you want to get into Oxford, then
who better to speak to than an Admissions Officer or an undergraduate? And if we
think that it would be better for you to experience something first hand, then we’ll
arrange for you to go to wherever that may be (within reason of course – don’t all
suddenly decide you fancy Harvard). You may also do the Extended Project – a
single piece of work of your choice that requires evidence of planning, preparation,
research and independent learning.
For those of you planning to study Law or Medicine, you’ll need specific preparation
and we’ll personalise your Aspire programme to accommodate that.
The skills that students develop through the Extended Project are
excellent preparation for university-level study. Students can refer to the
Extended Project in their UCAS personal statements and at interviews to
demonstrate some of the qualities that universities are looking for.
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Cheadle Hulme Sixth Form - The Enhance Programme

In order to make the most of your current and future
education, to gain access to the best universities and
ultimately to make a positive contribution in whatever
context you eventually live and work, we believe that
you should have access to high quality enrichment
opportunities and experiences.

Ofsted 2015

“

“

Students in the sixth form feel safe and well cared for and this
builds upon the school’s four cornerstones of success which are
Academic Aspiration, Culture and Creativity, Competition and
Physical Endeavour and Leadership and Service. Sixth Form
students feel it is this that sets the school apart from others.
As students remark, ‘We feel like a family here’.
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Working hard, getting really involved with your subjects, developing
a passion for whatever you intend to study or do when you leave the
Sixth Form – and getting the results you need to go on to do whatever
you want – are all really important.
Important – but part of a bigger picture. The bigger picture is looking at all the
ways you’ll develop as an individual over the next couple of years. We want to give
you the best possible foundation to help you develop, so we’re going to make sure
you have lots of opportunities in what we’re calling the ‘4 Cornerstones’ Academic Aspiration
Culture, Creativity and Rhetoric

Competition and Physical Endeavour
Leadership and Service

Academic
Aspiration

We’ll cover Academic Aspiration by providing you with A level choices which
we know will give you the best possible route into University, by making
sure you have the opportunity to develop study skills and by running the
Aspire Programme.

Culture, Creativity
and Rhetoric

You may not choose Art and Design or Media or Drama and Theatre as
A levels, but that’s no reason for you not to have the opportunity to take part
in productions or visits to exhibitions, concerts, films and plays for enjoyment
and personal development. Just because you’re not doing English doesn’t mean
you can’t develop a passion for reading and whatever subjects you’re doing,
learning how to debate will be fantastic preparation for university tutorials or being
Prime Minister (why not??).

Cheadle Hulme Sixth Form - The Aspire Programme
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Cheadle Hulme Sixth Form - The Enhance Programme

Competition
and Physical
Endeavour

Mens sana in corpore sano – (Healthy mind, Healthy body, just in case you
ever find yourself on University Challenge). Whether it’s sport for fun or serious
competition against other Sixth Forms, you can find your own level and enjoy
whatever you choose to do. You might decide to link this into the Leadership
and Service programme by coaching youngsters in the 11 – 16 school or primary
schools, or by taking part in the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme.

Leadership
and Service

When you leave our Sixth Form, you’ll be pitched straight into a new environment
and surrounded by new people. Lots of them. Bit scary. If you’ve already experienced
what it’s like to work on a project with people you’re not used to – maybe a charity
group – or if you’ve built up your confidence by helping younger children in a
primary school perhaps, then you’ll be just that bit better prepared to strike out and
make the most of all the exciting opportunities waiting for you out there.

Preparation
for university
and beyond

So how will you get the time to be cultured, creative, lead, serve and do some sport?
Well, in the same way that the Aspire Programme will make sure you have everything
you need to prepare you academically for A levels and beyond, the Enhance
Programme will provide you with a range of activities which will help you to
develop as an individual and also make sure that, when it comes to writing your
personal statement for University applications, you have enough experiences
to draw on.
We’re also going to keep a record of what you do for each Cornerstone, include
information in your reports home and award you a ‘cornerstone pin’ as you complete
each one. You’re never too old for a badge.
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Cheadle Hulme Sixth Form - Success

You will succeed if you commit to your studies, and we
will commit to your success in exactly the same way.
Your private study time will be used positively and
effectively to aid your learning. You will be challenged to
use all your time properly each day. In that way, you will
achieve your targets. There are no shortcuts to success.

Ofsted 2015

“

“

...both inspection evidence and school tracking demonstrate that students’
progress continues to be outstanding due to the strong quality of teaching
and challenge they receive.
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How will we
expect you to
dress?

Well, we want you to stick to the same principles that would apply in any
workplace; that you come to Sixth Form dressed in a business-like fashion, ready to
work and learn. We want you to take pride in your personal appearance and always
remember that others will be looking up to you as role models.
As a general principle imagine that you are having an interview at University or
for a part time job at a leading High Street retailer. You would dress smartly but
not too formally. That’s how we want you to dress for our Sixth Form.
We will trust you to follow our business dress guidelines closely, but there will be
some aspect of your appearance that we will want you to pay close attention to: you
are welcome to wear earrings but no tattoos please. We all wear denim and trainers
at one time or another, but not to work and we wouldn’t want any extreme hairstyle
experimentation so we won’t want shaved heads or bright colouring please.

Your day/Our
expectations

We have always made it very clear at Cheadle Hulme High School that if you do
three things then you will achieve well: attend, behave, and work hard. We don’t
expect that we will have to remind you about the importance of behaviour, but you
might think that some of the extra freedoms you have in the Sixth Form mean that
we don’t expect you to be on site and working at all times.
We will expect you to be in school at 8.30am for registration with your form
tutor every day, even if you have private study Unit 1. Equally we will expect you
to be in school until the end of lessons every day. In most cases we would expect
students to stay much later for private study and meetings with teachers, or for
enrichment activities.
We would like you to think of the working day as just that: it is a day at work.
We expect our staff to be on site at all times, except lunch time of course. If they
have an appointment then they are required to sign in and out. We would have
the same expectations of you. So you can go out at lunch and you can sign in and
out during the day. But remember, if you are not here, you are not working and
that isn’t the way to achieve the best A Level results. Simple.

Cheadle Hulme Sixth Form - Success
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Who do you
turn to when...

You’ll have more flexibility and freedom in the Sixth Form and by the end of
the two years, most of you will have turned 18. However, that doesn’t mean you
won’t need help and support along the way, particularly when it comes to making
important decisions which may affect and influence the rest of your life.
You’ll have access to all the support mechanisms which we have in place but
your first port of call will be your form tutor. You’ll meet with your form tutor
and your tutor group each morning but you’ll also have one to one meetings
at regular points during the course of the term. In these meetings, you’ll review
your academic progress and discuss your participation in the Aspire and Enhance
programmes. Your tutor will know you well and will be able to advise you on areas
which you may need to develop if you are going to be successful in gaining a place
at a particular university or in a particular profession.
You’ll receive personalised, tailored support as no two students in the Sixth Form
are likely to need exactly the same type of advice and guidance. This will be
particularly important when you come to write your personal statement for
university applications. If you want to make yourself stand out from the crowd, it’s
useful to be able to turn to someone who knows just how unique you are.
Your form tutor will teach in the Sixth Form but you will also have access to a
non-teaching Head of Year who will be able to help you both at a pastoral and
practical level. For example, you may want to investigate applying for a bursary
or attending a University Summer School. Whatever the level of help or support
you ask for, it will be there when you need it.
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Once you’re in

Year 12 will really start on GCSE results day and the day after. On these days, you’ll
be able to register and confirm your subject choices. At the start of term, there’ll be
an induction period for you, followed by an information evening for your parents and
carers early in the Autumn Term. This is because we believe that it really helps
if your parents and carers understand how you’ll be working and the demands which
Sixth Form study can make on you (and them!).
A few weeks after this evening, you’ll be taking home your first Progress Checks
which will explain what your targets are and what sort of progress you’re making
towards achieving them. It will also summarise the aspects of the Aspire and Enhance
programmes which you’ve completed.
We will also ask you to start thinking about university entrance in Year 12. The sooner
you start thinking about where you want to go and what you want to do, the more
focused you will be when it comes to applying and writing your personal statement.
As far as the latter is concerned, community service and work experience will really
help you to demonstrate your commitment to your subject or future profession and
so you’ll have the opportunity to involve yourself in activities of this type after the
Summer Exams. (It’s not all work... we’ll have a bit of a celebration at the end of
the year as well!)
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Our Commitment to You
Academic

If you have been at Cheadle Hulme High School, we know you and we understand
your learning needs. We know best how to support you through your studies and tailor
our teaching to best meet those needs right from the start of Year 12. If you have joined us
in Year 12, we will make it our business to get to know you and support you.
We do not settle for second best at Cheadle Hulme High School or in our Sixth Form.
We are an outstanding school with outstanding teachers. We are also an outstanding
Sixth Form founded on the same principles. We attract highly skilled teaching and
support staff because of our reputation.
We will provide a ‘no excuses’ environment for your learning. You will succeed if you
commit to your studies, and we will commit to your success in exactly the same way.
Your private study time will be used positively and effectively to aid your learning.
You will be challenged to use all your time properly each day. In that way, you will
achieve your targets. There are no shortcuts to success.

Pastoral

We pride ourselves on the level of pastoral care in our school. We will know your
individual stories and the events that have shaped you as a young person. We will continue
to support you through Years 12 and 13, and always endeavour to provide the highest
levels of care and guidance for you as you prepare for life beyond the Sixth Form.

Cornerstones

We will ensure that your experience in our Sixth Form is enriched with a range of opportunities
that will help you prepare for progress to Higher Education and your chosen careers.
Our Cornerstones are carefully planned to help you develop new and wide ranging
interests. The purpose of this programme is to build and develop your personal qualities
and talents, and also discover ones you didn’t know you had. You will, ultimately,
want to impress University Admissions and potential employers and we will help you
to do this through our Cornerstones programme.

Cheadle Hulme Sixth Form - Success

The information in this brochure is considered to be accurate at the time of publication. However, Cheadle Hulme High School will not accept responsibility for any errors or omissions.
Cheadle Hulme High School reserves the right to withdraw any course or make alterations.
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Be a part of the Vision. Open the door to the
future of your choice.

Cheadle Hulme Sixth Form
Woods Lane, Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire SK8 7JY
Telephone 0161 485 7201
sixthform@chhs.org.uk
www.chhs.org.uk

